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Countries visited
India

Tour Highlights
• Houseboat stay on Dal Lake, Srinagar
• Stunning drive through the Himalayas
• Visit India's oldest Buddhist monastery
• Highest motorable road in the world - the Khardung La Pass
• Experience Hemis Festival in Leh
• Visit shimmering Lake Pangong

Places visited
Srinagar • Dal Lake • Kargil • Zojila Pass • Sonamarg • Mulbek • Leh • Alchi • Lamayuru • Nubra Valley • Lake
Pangong
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What's included
• Airport transfers
• Ground transport with driver
• Accommodation
• Some meals (refer to itinerary for meal plan)
• Sightseeing activities with local guides
• Entrance fees to sites (one-time entry)

Notes
Hemis Festival only takes place on June/July departures. If travelling outside this period, optional walks and
monastery visits can be arranged.

  

All accommodation subject to availability. Final accommodation choices will be confirmed after booking.
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Your Itinerary Explained

  Date Place visited Meals

The first part of the text in each day is the itinerary schedule and will explain what you will
normally see/do during this day of your itinerary.
---
The part of the day’s text in italics (and comes after the three dashes “---“) is background
information on the places or sites on that day of your itinerary. It is not part of your
itinerary and may mention places that will not be visited on your itinerary. If you have any
questions please ask us. Travel times where noted are only meant as a guideline.

B:
Breakfast

L:
Lunch

D:
Dinner

Tour Itinerary

  Day 1   Arrival Meals

Srinagar

Arrive Srinagar by flight. A team from Sukoon will welcome you warmly with a garland of
fresh flowers and assist you with your luggage and help you into the car. Once you are
comfortable you shall be driven to Sukoon where you will be welcomed with a drink and
escorted to your well-appointed living space in the houseboat. Before dusk you will be
taken for a Shikara ride (Kashmiri Boat) to Dal Lake. After an enchanting evening at the
Lake you will be escorted back to Sukoon where a delightful dinner on the Deck awaits you.
After supper you retire for the day in your room. Overnight on houseboat.

Overnight in Sukoon Houseboat, Srinagar  

  D

  Day 2   Srinagar - Dal Lake Meals

Dal Lake

As you wake up bed tea shall be served to you at your behest. Once you have freshened
up a hearty breakfast awaits you. Post breakfast, you shall be taken on guided tour of the
old city. The walk begins at Zaina Kadal, a bridge to the living, breathing museum of Islamic
architecture. Tramp through the old quarters of Srinagar to the grand mosque of Jami
Masjid and later at the Shah Hamadan mosque. You may like to break for lunch at
‘Ahdoos’, an authentic Kashmiri restaurant in the old city (lunch is not included and can be
paid on actuals to the restaurant). Then head to Zaina Kadal Market to soak up the
atmosphere of this typical local market and visit the Mughal gardens. Then aim to reach
Shankaracharya Temple before sunset for the glorious view it offers. After sundown you
will be escorted back to Sukoon where your shall have dinner and retire for the day.

 
---

  B D
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  Situated on the banks of the Jhelum River, Srinagar is the summer capital of Kashmir. It is
well known for its beautiful gardens, lakes and houseboats as well as dried fruits and
Kashmiri handicrafts. Known as ‘the Kashmiri Venice’, the city has a unique blend of cultural
heritage which is reflected in the city’s many religious buildings, such as Keer bhawani and
the Hazaratbal Shrine, which is the only domed mosque in the city.    

Surrounded by snow capped mountains, Dal Lake is one of the most beautiful urban lakes in
India. It's the second largest lake in Kashmir and has many orchards dotted along its shores.
The lake is part of a natural wetland including its floating gardens which cover the surface
in lotus flowers during July and August. Called the 'jewel of Kashmir', the best way to view
the stunning scenery is to take a colourful shikara ride across the tranquil waters.

Overnight in Sukoon Houseboat, Srinagar  

  Day 3   Srinagar - Kargil Meals

Kargil

After breakfast, start your drive along the spectacular ‘Himalayan highway’ to Kargil. Stop
off in the hill station of Sonamarg, situated at the foot of the stunning Zojila Pass. Lunch en-
route. Arrive early evening in Kargil. Overnight in Kargil.
---
Lying on the banks of the Suru River, Kargil is the second largest town in the Ladakh. Before
the Partition of India in 1947, the town was part of the Baltistan region of Ladakh and was
a sparsely populated area with diverse language, ethnic and religious groups living in the
isolated valleys. The town has a unique mix of architecture with the older mosques built in
Tibetan and Iranian styles and the more modern mosques built with Arabic influences.

Zojila Pass is a high mountain pass connecting Srinagar and Leh. It’s one of the most
dangerous roads in the Himalayas because it is narrow and has vicious winds due to a
funnel effect. The second highest pass on the Srinangar – Leh Highway, it provides a vital
link between Ladakh and Kashmir. 

Translated as 'meadow of gold', Sonamarg is a hill station. With a backdrop of snow-clad
mountains, the hill station had historical significant and was a major gateway on the
ancient Silk Road connecting Kashmir with China. The area surrounding the hill station is full
of bewitching natural beauty as the great Himalayan glaciers, Kolhoi Glacier and Mohoi
Glacier, lay in its vicinity.  

Total travel time : 5-6 hours
Overnight in Hotel Kargil Heights, Kargil  

  B L D

  Day 4   Kargil - Leh Meals

Mulbek

Breakfast at the hotel. Drive to Leh, visiting Mulbekh Valley, Lamayuru monastery and
Alchi. Arrive in Leh and transfer to the hotel. Evening free. Overnight in Leh.
---

  B L D
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Located around 45km from Kargil, Mulbek is a Buddhist village. It features many
monuments which lie scattered around the area in ruins. The most famous of these is
Mulbek Chamba, a 9 metre tall statue of Future Buddha which is a blend of Saivaite
symbolism and early Buddhist art. Situated on the highway, it's thought to date back to the
8th century and was built by Buddhist missionaries. It is also home to the Mulbek Gompa,
which stands on a hilltop and dominates the valley below.

The village of Alchi is most known for its monastery which is the oldest Buddhist monastery
in the Ladakh region. It is famous for its wall paintings depicting Hindus Kings of the time
and are some of the oldest paintings in the area. It also houses huge statues of Buddha,
elaborate woodcarvings and artwork that is often compared to the Baroque style. 

Lamayuru is a medieval monastery that is built on top of a near-vertical cliff. Towering
over a small cluster of mud-bricked houses, it was founded by Rinchen Zangpo in the tenth
and eleventh centuries. However, the place itself is thought to have been sacred well before
Buddhism when the local people followed the shamanistic Bon cult. It is known for the
being one of the largest gompas or monasteries in the Ladakh region with 150 monks
permanently residing there. It hosts two masked dance festivals in the second and fifth
months of the Tibetan lunar calendar when all the monks from the surrounding gompas
gather together to prey.   

Total travel time : 5.5-6.5 hours
Overnight in Shangri La, Leh  

  Day 5   Leh Meals

Leh

After breakfast, spend the day sightseeing in Leh visiting Thiksey Monastery, Shey
Monastery and Stok Palace. Overnight in Leh.
---

Leh is at an elevation of 3500m above sea level, situated in the Ladakh province. The
stunning Leh Palace is modelled on the Tibetan Palace in Lhasa. some of Ladakh’s most
famous and spectacular religious sites, including Sindhu Ghat where you can take a stroll by
the bank of the River Indus. From there we move on to Thiksey Monastery, one of Leh’s
most architecturally impressive structures clinging to the cliff-face and containing
numerous stupas and murals of Lord Buddha. The former home of the Ladakhi royal family,
Shey Palace and Museum is situated on a hillock and houses an impressive 7.5 metre gold
statue of Lord Buddha. Hemis National Park is India’s largest national park, and the only
park found in the northern Himalayas. It is home to a number of endangered species and
the 400-year old Hemis Monastery.  

Overnight in Shangri La, Leh  

  B L D
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  Day 6   Leh Meals

Leh

Breakfast at the hotel. Today you will have sightseeing of Leh Palace, Shanti Stupa and a
walk in Sankar village.  Overnight in Leh.

Overnight in Shangri La, Leh  

  B L D

  Day 7   Leh - Nubra Valley Meals

Nubra Valley

Early start to the day for your tour of the Nubra Valley. This must be one of the world`s
most spectacular journeys with sublime views of Ladakh`s valleys. Despite its altitude and
barren mountains, the landscape is dotted with lush greenery, the winding River Indus,
sporadic wildlife and snow-capped peaks. Be one of the few to travel the highest
motorable road in the world. At 18,380 feet, Khardung La Pass literally is on top of the
world. Drive onwards to Nubra Valley, a remarkable setting with silver sand dunes
contrasting with snow peaks in the background. After settling in at the Eco-retreat, have a
hot cup of chai and snacks, then set forth in the `Himalayan desert`. Return to the Eco-
retreat as the light fades. Enjoy excellent food in the buffet tent and gaze at the nightsky
from your own private veranda. Overnight in Nubra Valley.
---

The Nubra Valley is full of spectacular landscape contrasts and silver sand dunes are set
below snow peaks, with sublime views of Ladakh’s valleys. Here you can cross the highest
motorable road in the world at 17,582 feet (5,359 m) and see how Khardung La Pass is
literally on top of the world. It is also the home of the shaggy double-humped camel – a fine
beast and one of the rarest camel species in the world.  

Total travel time : 4-5 hours
Overnight in Desert Himalayan Camp, Nubra Valley  

  B L D

  Day 8   Nubra Valley Meals

Nubra Valley

After breakfast, visit the village of Panamik, known for its hot springs and for being the
last village accessible to tourists. Overnight in Nubra Valley.

Overnight in Desert Himalayan Camp, Nubra Valley  

  B L D
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  Day 9   Nubra Valley - Leh Meals

Leh

Visit Hunder. The village contains a lone stupa, a meandering stream, cobbled pathways
all set against a backdrop of imposing mountains. Return for breakfast at the hotel then
leave for Leh. Drive back to Leh via impressive Diskit Monastery. A short detour but not
visited by many, this Monastery enjoys fantastic views of the Ladakhi landscape. The
Monastery itself houses a number of shrines and is steeped in Buddhist folklore. It is
believed that an evil anti-Buddhist Mongol demon once lived there and was killed near the
monastery grounds but is said to have been resurrected. Apparently the head and hand of
the demon lie inside one of Diskit`s temples. After walking around the monastery complex,
hop back into the jeep. Head back to Leh via Khardung La Pass, stopping off for your
packed lunch. On arrival in Leh, unwind and relax in hotel. Evening buffet and take a well-
earned rest. Overnight in Leh.

Total travel time : 4-5 hours
Overnight in Shangri La, Leh  

  B L D

  Day 10   The Hemis Festival Meals

Leh

After breakfast, visit the 300 year old Hemis Monastery to experience the Hemis Festival.
Overnight in Leh. 

Overnight in Shangri La, Leh  

  B L D

  Day 11   The Hemis Festival Meals

Hemis Festival

  Breakfast at the hotel. Spend the day at the Hemis Festival. Overnight in Leh.
---
The Hemis Festival is one of the biggest and most vibrant Buddhist festivals in Ladakh. The

two day celebrations take place on the tenth day of the fifth Tibetan lunar month and
commemorate the birth of Padmasambhava, the founder of Tibetan Tantric Buddhism.
Priests called take to the streets, dressed in elaborate costumes and masks, and dance the
traditional cham dance which is only performed in gompas that follow the Tantric
Vajrayana teachings.    

Overnight in Shangri La, Leh  

  B L D
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  Day 12   Leh - Lake Pangong - Leh Meals

Lake Pangong

Today, take a full day trip to Lake Pangong - one of Ladakh's true natural gems. On the
way cross the world`s third highest motorable road, Chang La Pass (5300m, 17,350 ft). The
lake forms part of the border area between India and China, and sits at at an altitude of
13,930 ft above sea level. Its most striking feature is the phenomenal colour variation, with
its different hues of blue. Enjoy a packed lunch while you admire the views. Later in the
afternoon, return to Leh. Overnight in Leh.
---

Lake Pangong is one of Ladakh’s true gems. The lake forms part of the border area
between India and China, and sits at an altitude of 13,930.  

Leh is at an elevation of 3500m above sea level, situated in the Ladakh province. The
stunning Leh Palace is modelled on the Tibetan Palace in Lhasa. some of Ladakh’s most
famous and spectacular religious sites, including Sindhu Ghat where you can take a stroll by
the bank of the River Indus. From there we move on to Thiksey Monastery, one of Leh’s
most architecturally impressive structures clinging to the cliff-face and containing
numerous stupas and murals of Lord Buddha. The former home of the Ladakhi royal family,
Shey Palace and Museum is situated on a hillock and houses an impressive 7.5 metre gold
statue of Lord Buddha. Hemis National Park is India’s largest national park, and the only
park found in the northern Himalayas. It is home to a number of endangered species and
the 400-year old Hemis Monastery.  

Overnight in Shangri La, Leh  

  B L D

  Day 13   Leh Meals

Leh

This morning, take the time to enjoy some last minute shopping or sightseeing around
Leh. The day is at your own leisure. Overnight in Leh.

Overnight in Shangri La, Leh  

  B L D

  Day 14   Leh - Departure Meals

Flight

  Transfer to the airport to depart. 
---

  B
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