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Countries visited
Cambodia • Laos • Vietnam

Tour Highlights
• Experience a traditional Khmer massage
• Take part in a Buddhist blessing ceremony
• Explore tribal markets
• Take a boat to visit fishing villages
• Visit calligraphers and water puppeteers
• Visit tribal villages and hidden pagodas

Places visited
Phnom Penh • Stung Treng • Ban Lung • Koh Trong • Kratie • Vientiane • Ho Chi Minh City • Mekong Delta •
Can Tho • Central Highlands • Buon Ma Thuot • Kontum • Hanoi • Workshops of Dong Ho • Dong Ky Village
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What's included
• Airport pick-up and drop-off
• Accommodation
• Some meals (refer to itinerary for meal plan)
• Ground transport
• Drivers and guides

  

All accommodation subject to availability. Final accommodation choices will be confirmed after booking.
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   Your Itinerary Map  
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Your Itinerary Explained

  Date Place visited Meals

The first part of the text in each day is the itinerary schedule and will explain what you will
normally see/do during this day of your itinerary.
---
The part of the day’s text in italics (and comes after the three dashes “---“) is background
information on the places or sites on that day of your itinerary. It is not part of your
itinerary and may mention places that will not be visited on your itinerary. If you have any
questions please ask us. Travel times where noted are only meant as a guideline.

B:
Breakfast

L:
Lunch

D:
Dinner

Tour Itinerary

  Day 1   Phnom Penh - arrival Meals

Flight

Arrive in Phnom Penh. Transfer to hotel. The rest of the day is free. Overnight in Phnom
Penh. 
 
---

Overnight in Villa Langka, Phnom Penh  

  N/A

  Day 2   Phnom Penh Meals

Phnom Penh

Breakfast at the hotel. Board a ferry to Koh Dach to visit a traditional Khmer weaving
village. Riding your bicycle, as you wander the village, you can explore a Buddhist
monastery and floating fish farms, see fields of rice and morning glory. Enjoy lunch with the
people on the island and in the afternoon, visit the local monastery to participate in a
blessing ceremony. Sit on a mat as monks chant blessings and sprinkle holy water on you to
pass on luck from the gods and ensure a safe and pleasurable journey. Return to your
hotel. Overnight in Phnom Penh. 
---
Phnom Penh is the capital and largest city in Cambodia. Founded in 1434, the city is a
significant tourist destination and was once considered the “Pearl of Asia”. Phnom Penh’s
colonial heritage is evident through the many French-style buildings scattered along the
grand boulevards. The city sits on the banks of the Tonle Sap, Mekong and Bassac rivers
and is home to over two million people. The city’s main sights include the National
Museum, the Royal Palace, Tuol Sleng Genocide museum and the killing fields.

  B L
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Overnight in Villa Langka, Phnom Penh  

  Day 3   Stung Treng Meals

Stung Treng

Drive to Stung Treng, passing through Kampong Cham and Kratie provinces. Overnight in
Stung Treng.
---
Stung Treng is located on a high sandy bank overlooking the Mekong River. This region
initially was under the influence of the Khmer Empire, then the Lao Kingdom of Lan Xang
and later the Lao Kingdom of Champasak. The province was later ceded back to Cambodia
during the period of French Indochina in 1904. The population is of mixed Khmer and Lao
origins.

Overnight in Mekong Bird Homestay, Stung Treng  

  B L D

  Day 4   Ban Lung Meals

Ban Lung

In the morning drive to Ban Lung and transfer to the hotel. In the afternoon, drive to Lom
Phat to visit a Laotian pagoda and surrounding Chari, Laotian and Khmer villages.
Afterwards, visit the Eisei Patamak Hill for a panoramic view of the area and the statue of a
reclining Buddha. Overnight in Ban Lung. 
---
Set in a heavily forested region, Ban Lung is a lively commercial and trade centre in north-
eastern Cambodia, home to shy hill tribes, endangered wildlife and numerous natural
attractions. Formerly known as Labansiek, Ban Lung attracts people from many
neighbouring villages looking to sell their goods. The town, though small, is the capital of
Ratanakiri province and is affectionately known as 'Red Earth'.

Overnight in Terres Rouges Lodge, Ban Lung  

  B

  Day 5   Around Ban Lung Meals

Ban Lung

Take an early morning excursion to a traditional market. Return to the hotel for breakfast
and then drive to a weaving handicraft village in Choeung Phnom. Afterwards, visit Lumkut
Lake and a market in Borkeo. Later, visit the gem mining region in the Borkeo District. Visit
a Tumpoun village before continuing to Aundong Meas for a cruise along the Se San River
and explore some Charai graveyards. After lunch, return to Ban Lung. Overnight in Ban
Lung. 

Overnight in Terres Rouges Lodge, Ban Lung  

  B L
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  Day 6   Veon Sai - Popeak - Yeak Lom Lake Meals

Ban Lung

Drive to Veon Sai, visiting the Kreung villages of Noang Le and Kala along the way. After
arriving in Veon Sai, take a boat to Popeak, passing through a number of villages along the
way. After lunch, drive back to Ban Lung and visit Yeak Lom Lake. Overnight in Ban Lung. 

Overnight in Terres Rouges Lodge, Ban Lung  

  B L

  Day 7   Kratie - Koh Trong Meals

Koh Trong

Morning drive to Kratie. After arriving in Kratie, board a ferry to the river island of Koh
Trong. In the afternoon, tour the island. Option to plant a tree at the Reforestation Project.
Overnight at a homestay in Koh Trong. 
---
Koh Trong is an island situated in the middle of the Mekong River directly opposite Kratié
Town. There is a 9km circuit road around the island’s perimeter which meanders through
traditional Khmer villages, fruit orchards and rice fields while observing the rituals and
routines of traditional village life.

Kratié, located on the banks of the Mekong River, is dominated by a central marketplace
surrounded by French colonial buildings. The town is known for its sandy beached islands
and its Irrawaddy dolphins.

Overnight in Homestay, Koh Trong  

  B L D

  Day 8   Phnom Penh Meals

Kratie

This morning you will get a chance to see the way local people live on the largest island in
the Mekong River. During this trip, you will try to spot the endangered Irrawaddy dolphins,
traverse the Mekong River in a local boat, bike along tranquil roads and trails, visit the 16th
century Wat Sarsar Mouy Roy and experience an entirely different kind of island life.
Transfer to Phnom Penh. Rest of the day free to relax or explore on your own. Overnight in
Phnom Penh. 

Overnight in Villa Langka, Phnom Penh  

  B L
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  Day 9   Vientiane Meals

Vientiane

Fly to Vientiane. Half day tour of the city, visiting the major sights such as Wat Siskat, Wat
Prakeo, That Luang Stupa and the Patuxay Monument. Continue on to visit the markets of
Talat Sao and Talat Khua Din. Afterwards drive to the Carol Cassidy Textile Centre to learn
about traditional Laos weaving. Overnight in Vientiane. 
---
Vientiane is the largest city in Laos. It became the country’s capital in 1593 due to fears of a
Siamese invasion. Although it is still a relatively small city, Vientiane contains many temples
and monuments including Pha That Luang, Wat Si Muang, a temple built on the remains of
a Hindu shrine, and the Patuxai, a memorial monument inspired by the Arc de Triomphe in
Paris. Energetic visitors can climb to the top of the monument and be rewarded with
panoramic views of the city.

Overnight in Sabaidee@Lao Hotel, Vientiane  

  B

  Day 10   Villages around Vientiane Meals

Vientiane

After breakfast, transfer to Nam Ngum, stopping at Ban Keun on the way. Upon arriving at
Nam Ngum Lake, board a long tail boat to visit fishing villages. In the afternoon, return to
Vientiane. Overnight in Vientiane. 

Overnight in Sabaidee@Lao Hotel, Vientiane  

  B

  Day 11   Ho Chi Minh City Meals

Ho Chi Minh
City

In the morning transfer to the airport to fly to Ho Chi Minh City. After arriving, visit a
family of musicians. Transfer to your hotel. In the evening take a Vespa tour of the city and
sample some Vietnamese street food. Overnight in Ho Chi Minh City. 
---
Formerly known as Saigon, Ho Chi Minh City has a rich military history. Named after the
Communist leader, the French colonial influence is reflected through the Western Style
buildings and French Villas. It is home to the Reunification Palace, the archives of the
Vietnam War, and the Ben Thanh market. It has become a sprawling, rapidly growing city
that is unlike anywhere else in Vietnam. It is also home to the Vinh Nghiem Pagoda, which
was named after the Pagoda in Bac Giang and is the first pagoda in Vietnam to be built in
the traditional Vietnamese architectural style, but in concrete. 

Overnight in Cititel Central Saigon, Ho Chi Minh City  

  B D
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  Day 12   Mekong Delta Meals

Mekong Delta

Drive to Cai Be. Board the riverboat Bassac and cruise to Cho Lach. Have lunch on board
and then continue, visiting villages before docking at Tra On. Overnight on the riverboat. 

Overnight in Mekong Eyes Cruise, Cai Be  

  B L D

  Day 13   Mekong Delta Meals

Can Tho

In the morning cruise to Can Tho. On arrival, visit the floating market at Cai Rang before
disembarking. Drive to Ho Chi Minh in the afternoon, stopping for lunch en route. Rest of
the day free. Overnight in Ho Chi Minh City. 
 
---

Vietnam’s fourth largest city and the epicentre of the Mekong Delta, Can Tho is a bustling
and lively city known for its floating market and picturesque rural canals. The name is a
shortened form of ‘Cầm thi giang’, meaning ‘River of poems’. Can Tho is the Mekong Delta’s
most important centre for economics, culture, science and technology.   

Overnight in Cititel Central Saigon, Ho Chi Minh City  

  B L

  Day 14   Ho Chi Minh City Meals

Ho Chi Minh
City

After being picked-up from your hotel, today’s tour starts with an early morning walk
through Tao Dan Park in the centre of Saigon. As a relaxed, shaded location, it is a lovely
way to start the day. Next, visit the Venerable Thich Quang Duc (Burning Monk)
Monument, a dedication to the subject of ‘that’ photo. Enjoy a hot bowl of breakfast soup
before heading to Cho Lon, known as the Chinatown of Saigon. Our guide will lead you
through the winding backstreets, describing the daily life of residents and the history of
such an iconic area including an unseen building that was directly involved in the
reunification movement. You will stop to make, as well as try the famous sugarcane juice.
From Cho Lon we head for lunch in a local restaurant. After lunch, visit an old apartment
block where residents have come together and transformed their homes into funky, stylish,
unique coffee shops. Relax with traditional Vietnamese tea. Overnight Ho Chi Minh City.

Overnight in Cititel Central Saigon, Ho Chi Minh City  

  B L

  Day 15   Central Highlands Meals

Upon arrival at Buon Me Thuot airport, the driver and guide will pick up and transfer you
to visit Trung Nguyen Coffee Museum. Continue to Dak Lak Ethnology Museum which was
designed on the basis of a traditional house aimed to present on its 1st level the history of
the province through pictures and artifacts, its biodiversity and traditional way of life of the
E De and M’nong minorities. Next, drive to the spectacular Dray Nur waterfall. After lunch,

  B L
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Buon Ma Thuot

visit Lak Lake and enjoy a boat ride to visit the native lotus flowers and nearby Jun
village.  Overnight in Buon Ma Thuot. 
---

Buon Ma Thuot is the largest city in the Central Highlands and is known as the region’s
‘capital of coffee’. Every March the city plays host to an annual coffee festival where gallons
of it are drunk and elephant races take place. It is home to 44 different ethnic groups that
live in the surrounding villages and before the Second World War, it was centre for game
hunting, however the animals have all but disappeared. Buon Ma Thuot was a strategic but
poorly defended base for the South Vietnamese during the Vietnamese War It fell to the
North in a surprise attack in 1975, forcing the South into a retreat that it never recovered
from.   

Overnight in Dakruco Hotel, Buon Ma Thuot  

  Day 16   Central Highlands Meals

Kontum

After breakfast, take a trip to the Ede village to explore their culture and traditional long
houses. Continue on to Kon Tum where you will enjoy lunch at a local
restaurant.  Overnight in Kontum. 
---

Kontum was settled in 1851, by French Roman Catholic missionaries, their influence is still
evident today, for example in the wooden church that stands discreetly on stilts in the
middle of the town. The town makes a good base to explore the surrounding countryside
and visit hill tribe villages, each with their own distinct culture. During the Vietnam War, a
major battle took place between the South and the North in and around the city in 1972.
The area was devastated by US bombings and, in 1975 the South withdrew after Buon Ma
Thuot fell to the North. Many civilians joined them in the ‘Convoy of Tears’.
    

The Jarai people are an ethnic tribe of Vietnam, based mainly in the Central Highlands
region. They traditionally live in small square villages of between 50 to 500 people. After
the Vietnam War, many Jarai who had been allied to the United States left their home
country to resettle there with their families.  

Overnight in Indochine Hotel, Kontum  

  B L

  Day 17   Central Highlands Meals

Bahnar people

Take a short city tour of Kontum, visiting a seminary and a museum. Afterwards travel to
Kon Jri for a gentle rural walk through villages, forests and plantations (approx. 4-5 km).
Enjoy a picnic lunch by Dakbla River where you have the opportunity to swim. Take a boat
ride to Konktu hamlet and meet the Bahnar people and visit their rong house which is
currently being used as an overflow classroom. Overnight in Kontum. 
---
The Bahnar people of Vietnam live predominantly in the provinces of Gia Lai and Kon Tum.

Like many other ethnic groups, music plays a large role in their society. They mostly live in
stilt houses, and the communal house is identified by its magnificent high roof.   

Overnight in Indochine Hotel, Kontum  

  B L

www.traveltheunknown.com
020 7183 6371 (UK) | 1 800 604 6024 (US)

ID 417 - P a g e | 11 



  HIDDEN INDOCHINA  
   

  Day 18   Hanoi Meals

Hanoi

Morning free to relax or explore by yourself. Transfer to Pleiku airport for your flight to
Hanoi. Transfer to the hotel. Overnight in Hanoi. 

Overnight in Medallion Hotel, Hanoi  

  B

  Day 19   Hanoi Meals

Hanoi

In the morning, witness the Vietnamese flag Raising Ceremony in Ba Dinh Square. Take a
walking tour of the Old Quarter and enjoy a delicious Vietnamese Ice Coffee at a local cafe.
Lunch will be a Hanoi Specialty; ‘Bún Chả’. Later, visit Hanoi's unique rail tracks that weave
their way through the surrounding neighborhoods.  Overnight in Hanoi.
---
Sitting on the banks of the Red River, Vietnam's capital is the second largest city in the
country. Steeped in an intriguing history, many of Hanoi's historical monuments and
palaces have been destroyed by both civil war and foreign aggression, although some do
still remain - for example the Temple of Literature, which is Vietnam's first university and
was built as a tribute to Confucius. It is home to the Central Sector of the Imperial Citadel of
Thang Long which was built by the Ly Dynasty in the 11th Century on an old Chinese
Fortress. Hanoi is famous for its lakes, in particular Hoan Kiem Lake, also called the 'Lake of
the Restored Sword', which is linked to the legend of the magic sword when the Golden
Turtle God reclaimed Emperor Le Loi's magic sword, Heaven's Will. 

Overnight in Medallion Hotel, Hanoi  

  B

  Day 20   Around Hanoi Meals

Dong Ky Village

Day tour visiting the beautiful but little visited Vinh Nghiem Pagoda, Dau Pagoda and But
Thap Pagoda. Stop to visit the workshops of Dong Ho where they make wooden printing
blocks found in the monasteries of the region. Afterwards, visit Dong Ky and explore the
wood craftsmen’s workshops. Overnight in Hanoi. 
---
The workshops of Dong Ho in Northern Vietnam are famous for their woodblock printed
paintings. They are generally regarded as reflecting the traditional asthetic values of spring
and the desire to have a happy, prosperous life. They often depict important animals in
someone's life such as cats, dogs, pigs and cows. Common themes for Dong Ho paintings
include good luck, folk allegories and even social commentary.

  B L
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Dong Ky is one of the many craft villages and is known for its wooden furniture making.
Their products are beautiful, often carved with scenes of flowers, mountains and people
and inlaid with mother of pearl. The most common items made are beds, chairs, tables and
cupboards. Legend has it that during the reign of the fourth Hung King, Cuong Cong, an
inhabitant of Dong Ky put down a rebellion against the king by recruiting soldiers from his
own village. To raise morale, he had a feast for his army and set off firecrackers to
encourage them. From that day on he was worshipped by the villagers as a deity and they
held a firecracker festival at the beginning of the first lunar month. However, this tradition
is no longer part of the festival as setting off firecrackers has been outlawed nationwide in
Vietnam.

Overnight in Medallion Hotel, Hanoi  

  Day 21   Departure Meals

Flight

  Breakfast. Transfer to the airport for departure. 
 
---

  B
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