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Countries visited
India

Tour Highlights
• Heritage walking tour in Srinagar
• Shikara ride on Dal Lake
• Stunning drive through the Himalayas
• Kargil War Memorial in Drass
• Silk Road artefacts and caravanserai in Kargil
• Visit Buddhist monasteries
• Highest motorable road in the world - the Khardung La Pass
• Sand dunes and remote monasteries in Nubra Valley
• Isolated Diskit monastery
• Tak Tok masked dance festival

Places visited
Delhi • Srinagar • Drass Valley • Kargil • Lamayuru • Uleytokpo • Spituk • Leh • Nubra Valley
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What's included
• Airport transfers
• Domestic flights
• Ground transport with driver
• Accommodation
• Most meals included
• Sightseeing activities with escorted guides
• Entrance fees to sites (one-time entry)

Notes
Hemis Festival only takes place on June/July departures. If travelling outside this period, optional walks and
monastery visits can be arranged.

  

All accommodation subject to availability. Final accommodation choices will be confirmed after booking.
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Your Itinerary Explained

  Date Place visited Meals

The first part of the text in each day is the itinerary schedule and will explain what you will
normally see/do during this day of your itinerary.
---
The part of the day’s text in italics (and comes after the three dashes “---“) is background
information on the places or sites on that day of your itinerary. It is not part of your
itinerary and may mention places that will not be visited on your itinerary. If you have any
questions please ask us. Travel times where noted are only meant as a guideline.

B:
Breakfast

L:
Lunch

D:
Dinner

Tour Itinerary

  Day 1   Arrival Meals

Delhi

On arrival in Delhi airport you will be met by our representative and transferred to the
hotel. Rest of the day is at leisure. Meet with the group in your hotel for dinner.

Note: you will have to take an overnight flight to arrive on Day 1. Let us know if you would
like to arrive earlier for a pre-tour of Delhi or to visit other places in India before this tour.
The tour includes a shared group arrival and departure transfer based on using Vistara.
Anyone arriving or departing on different flights will require private transfers at an
additional cost.
---

India’s capital and a major gateway to the country, contemporary Delhi is a bustling
metropolis, which successfully combines the ancient with the modern. Amidst the vast
spiraling skyscrapers, the remnants of a bygone era in the form of its many monuments,
stand as silent reminders of the region’s ancient legacy. The first impression for any visitor
travelling in from the airport is of a specious, garden city, tree-lined with a number of
beautiful parks.    

Overnight in Ambassador, New Delhi, Delhi  

  D
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  Day 2   Srinagar Meals

Srinagar

Transfer to the airport for your morning flight to Srinagar, the capital of Kashmir. On
arrival our representative will transfer you to the hotel. Rest of the day is at leisure to
acclimatise and enjoy the surroundings. Lunch and dinner at hotel.

Overnight in Nadis Hotel, Srinagar  

  B L D

  Day 3   Srinagar Meals

Srinagar

Today we experience the sights and sounds of old Srinagar. We will visit the immaculate
Nishat Mughal Garden, the Hasrat Bal Dargah and take a walk through old Srinagar, where
we will see traders selling everything from fine Kashmiri woodwork to local spices. Lunch
will be in a local Kashmiri restaurant. In the afternoon, we will visit the artisan's village
to see the local paper mache and embroidery workshop. Return to the hotel for dinner.
---

Situated on the banks of the Jhelum River, Srinagar is the summer capital of Kashmir. It is
well known for its beautiful gardens, lakes and houseboats as well as dried fruits and
Kashmiri handicrafts. Known as ‘the Kashmiri Venice’, the city has a unique blend of cultural
heritage which is reflected in the city’s many religious buildings, such as Keer bhawani and
the Hazaratbal Shrine, which is the only domed mosque in the city.     

Overnight in Nadis Hotel, Srinagar  

  B L D

  Day 4   Srinagar Meals

Srinagar

Early morning walk from the hotel through the nearby fields past streams to the ruins of a
1st century Buddhist monastery, believed to be the site from where Buddhism spread
further east to Ladakh and into Tibet. It is a relatively gentle walk but the path may be
slippery in places. Return to the hotel for breakfast. Afterwards, leave for Hari Parbat Fort
where we will walk through parts of the old city then climb to the summit of the fort from
where we will get panoramic views of the city. After lunch, proceed to Srinagar's most
famous lake - Dal Lake - where we will take a local shikara (gondola) ride and enjoy the
ambience of the lake as the sun starts to set. Return to the hotel for dinner.
---

Surrounded by snow capped mountains, Dal Lake is one of the most beautiful urban lakes
in India. It's the second largest lake in Kashmir and has many orchards dotted along its
shores. The lake is part of a natural wetland including its floating gardens which cover the
surface in lotus flowers during July and August. Called the 'jewel of Kashmir', the best way
to view the stunning scenery is to take a colourful shikara ride across the tranquil waters.  

Overnight in Nadis Hotel, Srinagar  

  B L D

  Day 5   Srinagar - Sonamarg - Drass - Kargil Meals
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Srinagar

Today we embark on our journey along the Himalayas, driving through some of the most
picturesque scenery on earth. After an early breakfast we will set off for Kargil. En-route
we will pass Sonamarg, popular with trekkers wanting to climb one of the nearby glaciers,
and we will stop briefly at Zojila Pass where the first hints of Buddhist culture start to be
seen. After crossing the Ladakh state border we will stop in the small town of Drass for
lunch and then visit the nearby Kargil War Memorial, which commemorates the fallen
Indian soldiers during the 1999 war with Pakistan. Finally we drive on to the city of
Kargil where we will enjoy dinner at the hotel. 
---
Zojila Pass is a high mountain pass connecting Srinagar and Leh. It’s one of the most
dangerous roads in the Himalayas because it is narrow and has vicious winds due to a
funnel effect. The second highest pass on the Srinangar – Leh Highway, it provides a vital
link between Ladakh and Kashmir. 

Total travel time : 7-8 hours
Overnight in Hotel The Kargil, Kargil  

  B L D

  Day 6   Kargil Meals

Kargil

In the morning we will visit the Munshi Aziz Bhat Museum. The family museum contains a
fascinating collection of artifacts, relics and photos dating back to the days when Kargil
stood at the crossroads of the old Silk Road in India. We will walk through the local bazaar
to see from outside what is left of the old caravanserai (entry may not be permitted due to
the precarious condition of the building). After lunch, we will visit the abandoned village of
Hunderman, located in the rugged valley close to the Line of Control with Pakistan. Local
people have opened a small museum in one of the homes documenting the lives of border
families. Return to the hotel for dinner.
---

Lying on the banks of the Suru River, Kargil is the second largest town in the Ladakh.
Before the Partition of India in 1947, the town was part of the Baltistan region of Ladakh
and was a sparsely populated area with diverse language, ethnic and religious groups living
in the isolated valleys. The town has a unique mix of architecture with the older mosques
built in Tibetan and Iranian styles and the more modern mosques built with Arabic
influences.   

Overnight in Hotel The Kargil, Kargil  

  B L D

  Day 7   Kargil - Lamayuru - Uleytokpo Meals

Kargil

Our drive continues through some of the most unforgettable scenery you will ever see.
We will stop briefly at the Mulbek Maitreya Buddha statue (9m tall) and then proceed
to Lamayuru, home to one of the most majestically situated monasteries in Ladakh. We
continue our journey towards Uleytokpo, stopping en-route for a walk around the little-
visited mud-brick fortress of Basgo Monastery, which again occupies a splendid position
overlooking villages and stark barren landscapes. A short drive later we will finally arrive at
the eco-retreat in Uleytokpo in time for dinner.
---

  B L D
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  Lying on the banks of the Suru River, Kargil is the second largest town in the Ladakh.
Before the Partition of India in 1947, the town was part of the Baltistan region of Ladakh
and was a sparsely populated area with diverse language, ethnic and religious groups living
in the isolated valleys. The town has a unique mix of architecture with the older mosques
built in Tibetan and Iranian styles and the more modern mosques built with Arabic
influences.   

Lamayuru is a medieval monastery that is built on top of a near-vertical cliff. Towering
over a small cluster of mud-bricked houses, it was founded by Rinchen Zangpo in the tenth
and eleventh centuries. However, the place itself is thought to have been sacred well before
Buddhism when the local people followed the shamanistic Bon cult. It is known for the
being one of the largest gompas or monasteries in the Ladakh region with 150 monks
permanently residing there. It hosts two masked dance festivals in the second and fifth
months of the Tibetan lunar calendar when all the monks from the surrounding gompas
gather together to prey.   

Total travel time : 3 hours
Overnight in Ule Ethnic Resort, Uleytokpo  

  Day 8   Uleytokpo - Leh Meals

Spituk

After breakfast, we set off for Leh via the Sangam (confluence of the Zanskar and Indus
rivers) and stop off at Spituk Monastery. Arrive in Leh and afternoon and evening at leisure.
---
Spituk is a small village just outside Leh. It is best known for Spituk Gompa – an important
Buddhist monastery. It was founded by Od-de, the elder brother of Lha Lama Changchub Od
in the 11th Century. Founded as a Red Hat institution, the monastery was taken over by the
Yellow Hat sect in the 15th century.The monastery contains 100 monks and a giant statue
of Kali (unveiled during the annual Spitok festival). Spituk has an average elevation of 3,307
metres (10,852 feet).

Total travel time : 6 hours
Overnight in Ladakh Eco Resort, Leh  

  B L D
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  Day 9   Leh Meals

Leh

In the morning we will head into the old part of Leh, where we will take a heritage walk
and visit the impressive Central Asian Museum. The engaging museum showcases photos
and artifacts illustrating the importance of Leh and Ladakh's importance in the Silk Road
trading route. Afterwards, we will visit Shanti Stupa and then have lunch in one of Leh's
finest local restaurants. Rest of day at leisure.
---

Leh is at an elevation of 3500m above sea level, situated in the Ladakh province. The
stunning Leh Palace is modelled on the Tibetan Palace in Lhasa. some of Ladakh’s most
famous and spectacular religious sites, including Sindhu Ghat where you can take a stroll by
the bank of the River Indus. From there we move on to Thiksey Monastery, one of Leh’s
most architecturally impressive structures clinging to the cliff-face and containing
numerous stupas and murals of Lord Buddha. The former home of the Ladakhi royal family,
Shey Palace and Museum is situated on a hillock and houses an impressive 7.5 metre gold
statue of Lord Buddha. Hemis National Park is India’s largest national park, and the only
park found in the northern Himalayas. It is home to a number of endangered species and
the 400-year old Hemis Monastery.  

Overnight in Ladakh Eco Resort, Leh  

  B L D

  Day 10   Excursion around Leh Meals

Leh

After breakfast we will visit the quaint village of Matho and walk down from the Matho
Monastery to the Indus River. Enjoy chai and snacks by the river and then head to nearby
Thiksey Monastery, one of the most iconic monasteries in Leh, perched on a cliff-face.
Afterwards visit the nearby Tibetan Library where monks come to study from all over
Ladakh. Drive to Stok village for lunch with the local family. Visit their 300 year-old house,
which has now been converted into a museum, and then take a walk around Stok Palace.
Return to Leh. 
---
Constructed in 1430, Thiksey Gompa is one of the largest and architecturally most
impressive Gompas, incorporating elements of Ladakh's traditional architectural style. It
consists of 12 storeys and holds several stupas, prayer halls and small shrines with exquisite
colourful wall paintings. The main prayer hall houses a 15-metre-high seated statue of
Buddha, the largest in the region. 

Overnight in Ladakh Eco Resort, Leh  

  B L D

  Day 11   Leh - Khardung la Pass - Hunder - Diskit Meals

Nubra Valley

Early start to the day for your drive to the Nubra Valley via Khardung La Pass, one of the
world's highest motorable roads at over 18,000 feet. Despite its altitude and barren
mountains, the landscape is dotted with lush greenery, the winding River Indus, sporadic
wildlife and snow-capped peaks. If you are lucky you might spot pikas, marmots, red foxes,
wolves and/or golden eagles. Arrive for lunch in the oasis village of Hunder, known for its
silvery sand dunes. Then drive to the nearby village of Diskit where you will stay the night.
---

  B L D
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  The Nubra Valley is full of spectacular landscape contrasts and silver sand dunes are set
below snow peaks, with sublime views of Ladakh’s valleys. Here you can cross the highest
motorable road in the world at 17,582 feet (5,359 m) and see how Khardung La Pass is
literally on top of the world. It is also the home of the shaggy double-humped camel – a fine
beast and one of the rarest camel species in the world.   

Total travel time : 6 hours
Overnight in Stone Hedge, Diskit  

  Day 12   Diskit Meals

Nubra Valley

Take a gentle walk around the village of Diskit and visit its isolated monastery which has
jaw-dropping views of the landscapes. Enjoy a farm-to-table lunch in Sumur and then

explore the village on foot.  Return to Diskit and evening free to relax.
---
The Diskit Monastery, situated close to Nubra Valley, is not often visited by tourists and
enjoys fantastic views of the Ladakhi landscape. The Monastery itself houses a number of
shrines and is steeped in Buddhist folklore.

Overnight in Stone Hedge, Diskit  

  B L D

  Day 13   Diskit - Tak Tok - Leh Meals

Ladakh - Tak
Tok Festival

Early morning leave for Tak Tok Gompa, where you will witness the colourful Tak Tok
festival. It is a wonderful spectacle giving a glimpse into Ladakhi festival culture. Late
afternoon return to Leh. 
---
Taktok Festival - taking place once a year, the Tak Tok Festival is one of the most important
festivals in Ladakh, which is celebrated in the cave gompa of TakTok. The highlight of the
celebration is the masked dance of the lamas. Many cultural programmes are organised
throughout the day, and a feast is set up in the evening. People dress up in ethnic clothes
and observe religious practices. 

Total travel time : 4 hours
Overnight in Grand Dragon Ladakh, Leh  

  B L D

  Day 14   Leh - Delhi Meals

Delhi

Transfer to airport for morning flight to Delhi. Transfer to hotel. Afternoon and evening at
leisure.

Overnight in Andaz, Delhi  

  B D

  Day 15   Departure Meals
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Flight

  Transfer to airport at appropriate time for your onward flight or further extension in India.
---

  B
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