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Countries visited
India • Bhutan

Tour Highlights
• Discover the rich history of Kolkata
• Toy train ride in Darjeeling

Places visited
Kolkata • Darjeeling • Phuentsholing • Paro

What's included
• Airport transfers
• Domestic flights
• Ground transport
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• Accommodation
• Drivers and guides
• Some meals (refer to itinerary for meal plan)
• Entrance fees to sites & parks (one-time entry)

What's not included
• Meals not mentioned in itinerary
• Drinks
• Visa Fees
• Tipping
• Camera / video camera fees
• Personal items (laundry, telephone, etc.)
• Medical expenses
• Any services not mentioned in itinerary

  

All accommodation subject to availability. Final accommodation choices will be confirmed after booking.
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 Your Itinerary Explained

  Date Place visited Meals

The first part of the text in each day is the itinerary schedule and will explain what you will
normally see/do during this day of your itinerary.
---
The part of the day’s text in italics (and comes after the three dashes “---“) is background
information on the places or sites on that day of your itinerary. It is not part of your
itinerary and may mention places that will not be visited on your itinerary. If you have any
questions please ask us. Travel times where noted are only meant as a guideline.

B:
Breakfast

L:
Lunch

D:
Dinner

Tour Itinerary

  Day 1   Arrival Meals

Kolkata

Arrive in Kolkata, where you will be met by a Travel The Unknown representative and
transferred to your hotel. After check in, the rest of the day is free to enjoy at your leisure.
Overnight in Kolkata.

Overnight in Astor Hotel, Kolkata  

  N/A

  Day 2   Kolkata Meals

Victoria
Memorial

Enjoy a full day sightseeing tour of Kolkata, visiting many of the city's most impressive
temples and churches. Start your day with a walking tour of Dalhousie Square. Later visit St
Paul's Church, Victoria Memorial (closed on Mondays) and end at Kalighat Temple. In the
evening take a private boat cruise on the Hooghly River. Overnight in Kolkata.
---
  Col. Mark Wood's Map: Dalhousie Square Walk
Retrace the steps of Lt. Col. Mark Wood's detailed map of European settlement in Kolkata,
made in 1784. Explore streets and buildings while learning about Kolkata's history between
1757 to 1807, when it emerged as the 'Second City of the British Empire'. Beginning at the
General Post Office, the 2.5 hours walk will end at popular food joint, Kaka Tea, where you
can enjoy tea and snacks.    

  B
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  The Victoria Memorial is possibly the most grand reminder of the British Raj in Kolkata. A
large marble building, made from Makrana marbles from Rajasthan, it holds 25 galleries,
including rare collections of antiquarian books from the likes of William Shakespeare. The
architectural design of the memorial is also of particular interest. Comprised of a great
dome, clustered with four subsidiary octagonal domed chhatris, high portals, terraces and
domed corner towers, it eminates a splendid, rich design fit to commemorate a queen.  

Often labelled the "Cultural City of India", Kolkata is India's second biggest city and one of
its major ports, located on the east bank of the Hooghly River. Previously named 'Calcutta',
it was the former capital of the British Indian Empire until 1911 and originally designed in
the style of a grand European capital. As a result, Western influences can be seen
throughout the city within its colonial-era architecture: Raj Bhavan, the state governor's
residence, imitates Kedleston Hall in Derbyshire, the Indian Museum is built in the Italian
style, while the Victoria Memorial Hall attempts to combine classical Western and Mughal
architecture. Kolkata was also the centre of the Indian independence movement, and to this
day still plays an important role in contemporary state politics.  

Overnight in Astor Hotel, Kolkata  

  Day 3   Kolkata - Bagdogra - Darjeeling Meals

Darjeeling

Transfer to airport for flight to Bagdogra. On arrival you will be transferred to the hills of
Darjeeling. Evening free at leisure. Overnight in Darjeeling.
---
Now a town in the state of West Bengal, Darjeeling was once part of Nepal but was
annexed to India by the British. It is most famous for its tea industry, especially its delicious
black tea. The Darjeeling Himalayan Railway connects the town with the plantations and
has one of the few steam trains still operating in India. Full of beautiful colonial
architecture, the town’s British-style public schools attract students from all over India and
neighbouring countries. It is also regarded as a centre for music and playing instruments is
a popular pastime amongst residents.

Overnight in The Elgin, Darjeeling  

  B

  Day 4   Darjeeling Meals

Kangchenjunga

Early morning visit Tiger Hill. Witness the magnificent sunrise, it also offers panoramic
views of Mount Everest and Kanchenjunga (subject to clear weather). Take the famous toy
train to Ghoom Monastery and spend 30 minutes meditating with a monk (optional and
subject to monk being available). Also visit the Himalayan Mountaineering Institute which
was started by Tenzing Norgay following his ascent of Everest to impart training in
mountaineering and other adventure sports related to mountaineering. Also visit the
Tibetan Refugee Centre (closed on Sundays) - established in 1959, it comprises a home for
the elderly, an orphanage, school, clinic and craft workshops. Return to Darjeeling and
enjoy a Nepali dinner with a local family.
---

  B
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Kangchenjunga, located on the boundary of Nepal and the Indian state of Sikkim, is the
third highest mountain in the world, reaching an elevation of 8,586m. Originally thought to
be the world’s highest mountain, it was first climbed in 1955 by Joe Brown and George
Band, as part of a British expedition. Following a promise they had given to the Maharaja of
Sikkim, they stopped just short of the summit itself. This tradition has been continued by
every climber or climbing group since.

Overnight in The Elgin, Darjeeling  

  Day 5   Darjeeling Meals

Darjeeling

Day free at your leisure. Optional activities which you could do include: a visit to one of
Darjeeling's famous tea estates, stroll down Mall Road in central Darjeeling, visit the
Mahakali temple and the shrine of Bhutia Basti monastery, important for both Hindus and
Buddhists. Overnight in Darjeeling.

Overnight in The Elgin, Darjeeling  

  B

  Day 6   Darjeeling - Phuentsholing Meals

Phuentsholing

After breakfast set off from Darjeeling to Phuentsoling, on the Bhutan border. Your guide
will take care of visa formalities at the border. Rest of day at leisure.
---

Phuentsholing is a border town in southern Bhutan which adjoins the Indian town of
Jaigaon in west Bengal. The border clearly separates two very different peoples and
cultures. Jaigaon in West Bengal (India) is typical of many large Indian cities, which are
large, bustling and loud, and is popular with Bhutanese traders and shoppers.
Phuentsholing is uniquely more urban than other Bhutanese towns as it is the Bhutan
financial, industrial and trading capital. It has been influenced a little by its louder
neighbour, but is still distinctly quieter and more orderly.   

Total travel time : 6 hours
Overnight in Hotel Druk, Phuentsholing  

  B D

  Day 7   Phuentsholing - Paro Meals

Paro

After breakfast drive to Paro, gradually ascending into Bhutan's Himalayas. There will be
plenty of opportunities to stop off for photos and breaks. Enjoy a Bhutanese lunch en-
route. On arrival check into hotel and rest of day at leisure.
---

Paro is the second largest town in Bhutan although small in size and population. Its main
street is lined with buildings richly decorated in traditional architecture that house a
scattering of shops and restaurants. Paro is an ideal base for exploring the surrounding
attractions, such as Taktsang Monastery (Tiger's Nest). After Bumthang, the valley is
amongst the most beautiful in Bhutan. Altitude: 2,280m.  

  B L D
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Total travel time : 6 hours
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Accommodation

   

  Kolkata : Astor Hotel (Hotel) 2 nights 

  A newly-refurbished heritage house just a short walk away from Victoria Memorial, Astor
Hotel is a blend of old-world charm and boutique luxury, showcasing traditional colonial
architecture from 1900. Rooms are equipped with air-conditioning, free WiFi and modern
amenities, and guests are welcome to enjoy the range of Indian and continental cuisine
served in the onsite restaurant, Kebab-e-Que.
Phone : +91 33 22829950
Address : 15 Shakespeare Sarani, Kolkata, 700071
Website : www.astorkolkata.com

Darjeeling : The Elgin (Hotel) 3 nights 

  The Elgin Hotel in Darjeeling is situated in the heart of Darjeeling. The luxury heritage hotel
oozes colonial charm with over 125 years of history and was once the summer residence of
the Maharaja of Cooch Behar, The hotel's classically elegant interiors with wood panelling,
pillars and chandeliers date back to the Raj era. The hotel has 25 tastefully decorated rooms
all laid with Burmese teak wood. Most of the rooms have views across the valley and the
Himalayas.
Phone : +91 354 225 7227
Address : 18, HD Lama Rd, Chauk Bazaar, Darjeeling, West Bengal 734101, India
Website : www.elginhotels.com/darjeeling.php

Phuentsholing : Hotel Druk (Hotel) 1 night 

  Situated at the gateway of Bhutan, Hotel Druk is a comfortable and modern hotel in
Phuentsholing. It offers 32 well-appointed rooms including 2 junior suites and 1 presidential
suite. There are a range of decent dining options in the restaurant. The hotel is also located
close to the main city and shopping area.
Phone : +975 5252426
Address : 148, Zhung Lam, Phuentsholing, Bhutan
Website : www.drukhotels.com/phuntsholing

All accommodation subject to availability. Final accommodation choices will be confirmed after booking.
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