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What's not included
• Meals not mentioned in itinerary
• Drinks
• Visa fees
• Tipping
• Camera / video camera fees
• Personal items (laundry, telephone, etc.)
• Medical expenses
• Any services not mentioned in itinerary

  

All accommodation subject to availability. Final accommodation choices will be confirmed after booking.
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 Your Itinerary Explained

  Date Place visited Meals

The first part of the text in each day is the itinerary schedule and will explain what you will
normally see/do during this day of your itinerary.
---
The part of the day’s text in italics (and comes after the three dashes “---“) is background
information on the places or sites on that day of your itinerary. It is not part of your
itinerary and may mention places that will not be visited on your itinerary. If you have any
questions please ask us. Travel times where noted are only meant as a guideline.

B:
Breakfast

L:
Lunch

D:
Dinner

Tour Itinerary

  Day 1   Leh - Kargil Meals

Lamayuru

Today at an appropriate time, you will be driven along the spectacular 'Himalayan
highway' to Kargil, stopping to visit Lamayuru monastery en-route. On arrival in Kargil, you
will check in at your hotel. Rest of the day will be at leisure. Overnight at hotel in Kargil.
---

Lamayuru is a medieval monastery that is built on top of a near-vertical cliff. Towering
over a small cluster of mud-bricked houses, it was founded by Rinchen Zangpo in the tenth
and eleventh centuries. However, the place itself is thought to have been sacred well before
Buddhism when the local people followed the shamanistic Bon cult. It is known for the
being one of the largest gompas or monasteries in the Ladakh region with 150 monks
permanently residing there. It hosts two masked dance festivals in the second and fifth
months of the Tibetan lunar calendar when all the monks from the surrounding gompas
gather together to prey.   

Lying on the banks of the Suru River, Kargil is the second largest town in the Ladakh. Before
the Partition of India in 1947, the town was part of the Baltistan region of Ladakh and was
a sparsely populated area with diverse language, ethnic and religious groups living in the
isolated valleys. The town has a unique mix of architecture with the older mosques built in
Tibetan and Iranian styles and the more modern mosques built with Arabic influences.

  B D
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  Day 2   Kargil - Srinagar Meals

Sonamarg

After breakfast, you will be driven to Srinagar. Enroute you can stop at the Drass War
Memorial, commemorating the Kargil War of 1999 between India & Pakistan. Continue
your journey through Zojila Pass and Sonamarg (Meadow of Gold) where you can take a
walk in this picturesque hill station. On arrival in Srinagar, you will check into the
houseboat on Dal Lake. In the evening, you will be taken for a Shikara ride (Kashmiri Boat)
on the lake. Overnight on board the houseboat.
 
---

Translated as 'meadow of gold', Sonamarg is a hill station. With a backdrop of snow-clad
mountains, the hill station had historical significant and was a major gateway on the
ancient Silk Road connecting Kashmir with China. The area surrounding the hill station is full
of bewitching natural beauty as the great Himalayan glaciers, Kolhoi Glacier and Mohoi
Glacier, lay in its vicinity.  

Surrounded by snow capped mountains, Dal Lake is one of the most beautiful urban lakes in
India. It's the second largest lake in Kashmir and has many orchards dotted along its shores.
The lake is part of a natural wetland including its floating gardens which cover the surface
in lotus flowers during July and August. Called the 'jewel of Kashmir', the best way to view
the stunning scenery is to take a colourful shikara ride across the tranquil waters.

  B L D

  Day 3   Srinagar Meals

Srinagar

Wake up to a hot cup of chai and after breakfast you will be taken on a guided tour of the
beautiful Old City. The walk begins at Zaina Kadal, a bridge to the living, breathing museum
of Islamic architecture. Walk through the old quarters of Srinagar to the grand mosque of
Jama Masjid and later to the Shah Hamadan mosque. Stop for lunch at an authentic
Kashmiri restaurant in the Old City, then head to Zaina Kadal Market to soak up the
atmosphere of this typical local market before a visit to the Mughal gardens. We will then
aim to reach the Shankaracharya Temple before sunset for the glorious view it offers.
Afterwards, you will be escorted back to your houseboat in time for dinner. Evening free to
relax. Overnight on board the houseboat.
 
---

Situated on the banks of the Jhelum River, Srinagar is the summer capital of Kashmir. It is
well known for its beautiful gardens, lakes and houseboats as well as dried fruits and
Kashmiri handicrafts. Known as ‘the Kashmiri Venice’, the city has a unique blend of cultural
heritage which is reflected in the city’s many religious buildings, such as Keer bhawani and
the Hazaratbal Shrine, which is the only domed mosque in the city.    

The Shankaracharya Temple stands at the top of the Shankaracharya Hill on the
Zabarwan Mountain. The temple dates back to 200 BC, and was built in dedication to Lord
Shiva. The historic stone temple offers magnificent views over the city of Srinagar.  

  B L D

www.traveltheunknown.com
020 7183 6371 (UK) | 1 800 604 6024 (US)

ID 2918 - P a g e | 3 

tel:020 7183 6371
tel:1 800 604 6024


  HIMALAYAN EXTENSION: LADAKH TO KASHMIR  
   

  Day 4   Srinagar Meals

Srinagar

After breakfast we begin the Sukoon Zabarwan Climb. This is a superb hill walk offering
great views of Dal Lake and the surrounding hills. The hike is moderate and anyone with an
average level of fitness can do it. We will drive to the place where the trail begins. The trail
originates from a Sufi shrine near a small village and terminates at a small cave where the
Sufi saint is believed to have meditated for several years. We will be accompanied by local
guides, who will also host our lunch when we finish the walk. The guide belongs to a family
of the village; he is very proud of his origins and takes great delight in showing you the
scenic beauty of his birthplace. We then head back to Sukoon after sunset for dinner and
retire for the day. Overnight on board the houseboat.

  B L D

  Day 5   Srinagar - Delhi - Departure Meals

Srinagar

This morning we will wake up early at around 05:30am for an early morning Shikara ride
to the floating vegetable market on the lake. Afterwards return to the houseboat for
breakfast enjoying panoramic views of the lake and mountains. At the appropriate time,
you will be transferred to Srinagar airport  for your flight to Delhi.

  B
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