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What's not included
• Meals not mentioned in itinerary
• Drinks
• Visa fees
• Tipping
• Camera / video camera fees
• Personal items (laundry, telephone, etc.)
• Medical expenses
• Any services not mentioned in itinerary

  

All accommodation subject to availability. Final accommodation choices will be confirmed after booking.
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 Your Itinerary Explained

  Date Place visited Meals

The first part of the text in each day is the itinerary schedule and will explain what you will
normally see/do during this day of your itinerary.
---
The part of the day’s text in italics (and comes after the three dashes “---“) is background
information on the places or sites on that day of your itinerary. It is not part of your
itinerary and may mention places that will not be visited on your itinerary. If you have any
questions please ask us. Travel times where noted are only meant as a guideline.

B:
Breakfast

L:
Lunch

D:
Dinner

Tour Itinerary

  Day 1   Aurangabad Meals

Aurangabad

Arrive into Aurangabad Airport. You will be met and transferred to your hotel, where you
will have the rest of the day to relax and acclimatise in preparation for your first day of
sightseeing tomorrow. Overnight in Aurangabad. 

It is usually best to fly into Mumbai and then connect to Aurangabad. If you would like to
fly into Mumbai a few days earlier we can organise a short Mumbai tour extension. Contact
us for more information.
---
Despite going through multiple name changes – Khadki, Fatehnagar, ‘City of Gates’ –
Aurangabad remains an international tourist destination, abundant with history and world
heritage sites – Ajanta and Ellora caves. Nowadays, the city maintains a booming industry,
home to the headquarters of Videocon, but still prides itself on its heritage and traditions
and often displays exhibits of the city’s art.
 

Overnight in Vivanta By Taj, Aurangabad  

  N/A

  Day 2   Aurangabad Meals

Ajanta Caves

After breakfast at your hotel, you will travel to your first UNESCO World Heritage Site, the
Ajanta Caves. Here, you will have plenty of time to examine its thirty rock-cut Buddhist
cave monuments and impressive paintings and sculptures. Overnight in Aurangabad. 
---

  B
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  The majestic Ajanta Caves consist of 30 rock-cut caves dating back to 2nd century BC.
Overlooking the river Waghur, each cave is fashioned into a horse shoe shape and form
monasteries and worship halls filled with the country’s finest examples of ancient Indian
art. Vivid colours and mural wall paintings were abundant in Indian history and is evidential
in the 1st, 2nd, 16th and 17th caves, which forms the largest surviving Indian wall painting.
Most of the paintings depict the Jakarta tales – Buddhist legends describing the previous
births of the Buddha – and appear to be the works of confident artists, complete with bold
rich brush strokes. The Ajanta cave arts offer a window into a long-forgotten time, but also
provide an interesting dichotomy between the strict spiritual lives of monks (with no
materialistic possessions) and the sensual, artistic habits they obviously enjoyed.  
Overnight in Vivanta By Taj, Aurangabad  

  Day 3   Aurangabad - Ellora - Solapur Meals

Ellora Caves

After breakfast, you will check-out of your Aurangabad hotel and and journey to the
celebrated Ellora Caves, 30km away from the city. Use the day to explore its thirty four
caves, featuring Buddhist, Hindu and Jain monuments. and art work, all of which date back
to 600 - 1000 CE. Overnight in Solapur. 
---
Locally known as ‘Verul Leni’, the Ellora Caves represent one of the largest rock-hewn
monastic-temple complexes in the entire world, with 100 caves (34 of which are open to the
public). Excavated out of the vertical face of the Charanandri Hills, the caves represent
various denominations – Hinduism, Buddhism and Jainism – and are divided up accordingly.
However, their proximity to each other is also a clear indication of the religious harmony
that existed in ancient times. The most notable cave is the tenth, Vishvakarma (also known
as the ‘Carpenters Cave’), because of its wooden beam appearance and 15 foot carving of
the Buddha in the heart of the cave and the large Bodhi tree at the back.  
 

Solapur is a city located in the south-western region of Maharashtra state. It is known for
its textile industry and has the world's second largest - and Asia's largest - spinning mill,
giving it a nickname as the Manchester of India.
Overnight in Balaji Sarovar Portico, Solapur  

  B

  Day 4   Solapur - Badami Meals

Badami

Today you will drive to Badami, where you will spend the afternoon exploring its four
Hindu and Jain Temples carved into the town’s soft sandstone hills. The Badami caves are
some of the earliest examples of Hindu temples, and were the inspiration for many others
around the country. Overnight in Badami.
---

Badami was formerly known as Vatapi, after the twins Vatapi and Ilyala from the legend
Ramayana. It served as the regal capital of the Chalukyas dynasty from AD 540 to 757. The
town sits in a ravine surrounding Agastya Lake and is most recognised for its beautiful red
sandstone Hindu temples, two of which are dedicated to Vishnu, and the others to Shiva
and Jain Tirthankaras. Like the Ajanta and Ellora caves, the Badami caves illustrate
inscriptions and intricate carvings as well as early Kannada poetry. Badami also boasts the
impressive Badami Fort and a Buddhist cave, which can only be reached through a small
entrance on your hands and knees.
   

  B
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Overnight in Krishna Heritage, Badami  

  Day 5   Badami - Hospet Meals

Hospet

After breakfast, travel to the city of Hospet in the Ballari district of central Karnataka. En-
route, stop at Pattadakkal, a UNESCO World Heritage site of Hindu and Jain temples,
and Aihole, another historic site of Hindu, Buddhist and Jain monuments and temples.
Overnight in Hospet.
---

Aihole, a prominent city during the Chalukya Dynasty, lies close to Badami and is one
of Karnataka's most popular visitor attractions. Rich with an illustrious architectural history,
Aihole has great cultural significance as the cradle of Hindu temple architecture. There are
about 125 temples in and around Aihole – several of which date back to Chalukyan times –
as well as early Buddhist caves and Jain monuments. One of its most elaborately designed
temples is Durga Temple. Dedicated to Lord Vishnu, the temple’s exquisite and intricate
carvings offer valuable records of the origins and development of Northern Indian temple
architecture; as well as proving a popular site among art enthusiasts.
 

Situated along the Malprabha river, Pattadakal is a small town in north Karnataka. Settled
in pre-historic times, the modern town boasts nine Hindu and one Jain temple built by the
Chalukya dynasty (who ruled large parts of southern and central India between the 6th and
12th centuries). The world heritage town is considered an architectural jewel by UNESCO
for its natural integration of northern and southern Indian building styles.
 
Overnight in Evolve Back, Hampi  

  B

  Day 6   Hampi Meals

Hampi

After breakfast, take a short thirty-minute drive from Hospet to the UNESCO World
Heritage Site, Hampi. Once the wealthy capital of the Vijayanagar Empire in the 14th
century with numerous temples and trading markets, it is now an unearthly yet captivating
landscape of magnificent ruins. Explore these sights, as well as the popular Hampi Bazaar
and rural easy going village Virupapur Gadde in the afternoon. Overnight in Hospet.
---

Sat on a hilly terrain of granite boulders, Hampi is a fantasy world of palace and temple
ruins, vast banana plantations and forest-green paddy fields. Despite being destroyed by
Muslim sultanates in 1565, Hampi preserved the remains of more than 1,600 impressive
forts, royal and sacred complexes, madapas and water structures. At the epicentre of these
remains is Vittala Temple. Featuring a detailed chariot and multiple elephants, all fashioned
out of stone, the temple illuminates the high quality of Hampi’s craftmanship. However, its
centre piece is its richly carved pillars that emit musical tones when tapped.
   

Overnight in Evolve Back, Hampi  

  B

  Day 7   Hospet - Hassan Meals
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Halebidu

Enjoy an early breakfast before starting the journey to your next destination, Hassan. To
break up the journey visit the small towns of Halebidu and Belur on the way, both of which
are known for their fine examples of Hoysala architecture. Once you have arrived in
Hassan, enjoy an evening meal at the Hoysala Village Restaurant. Overnight in Hassan.
---
Named after the Goddess Hassanamba, Hassan city serves as the headquarters of Hassan
district. Established during the Hoysala Empire, it became an important pilgrimage site in
Janism. Home to the statue of Bahubali – who was believed to have meditated motionless
for over a year in a standing position – it was built in 981 A.D. and has been associated with
the Hassan area for more than 2,000 years.
 

Belur was the first capital of the Hoysala Empire. Established in the 11th century, it was
often referred as ‘earthly Vaikuntha’ – in recognition of the ground’s sanctity. With this in
mind, it is unsurprising that the town is home to a number of renowned temples like
Chennakeshava. An active Hindu temple since its inception, Chennakesava is described in
medieval Hindu scripture, as well as in pictorial form in the ancient Indian poem Ramayana
and to this day remains an important pilgrimage site in Vaishnavism.
 

Halebidu served as next capital of the Hoysala Empire, after Belur. Although known for its
traditional Hoysala architecture, it was destroyed twice by Islamic forces of the Delhi
Sultanate, thus earning its name Halebidu which literally translates to ‘old capital’. The
town is home to a number of Hindu and Jain temple complexes including Hoysaleswara
Temple, a 12th century Hindu sanctuary dedicated to Shiva.
 
Overnight in Hoysala Village, Hassan  

  B

  Day 8   Hassan - Mysore Meals

Mysore

After a leisurely breakfast, begin the journey to the enchanting city of Mysore. Stop en-
route in Shravanabelagola to climb the 700 steps up to the Gommateshwara statue
dedicated to the Jain god Bahubali. Make sure to admire the beautiful views at the top.
After arriving in Mysore, enjoy an evening stroll round the colourful 100 year old Devaraja
Market. Overnight in Mysore.
---

Often referred to as the 'City of Palaces', Mysore is famed for its enchanting palaces, royal
heritage and dazzling monuments. Situated in the southern part of the Deccan Plateau,
Mysore District is an undulating tableland, covered in parts by granite outcrops and fringed
by verdant forests. As the cultural capital of Karnataka, Mysore is home to the annual and
world renowned Hindu festival 'Dasahara', an academy of visual arts and its very own
painting style.    

The town of Shravanabelagola is an historic and religious destination. Apart from being
home to the world’s largest monolithic stone statue, Gommateshwara Bahubali, it is also
thought to be the exact area where Chandragupta Maurya (founder of the Maurya Empire)
stayed with his mentor. Shravanebelagola is one of the most important Jain places in the
world and holds an anointing ceremony called Mahamasthakabhisheka to the statue of
Bahubali every twelve years.
   

  B
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Overnight in Radisson Blu, Mysore  

  Day 9   Mysore Meals

Mysore Palace

Post breakfast, head out on a sightseeing tour of Mysore. Bask in the grandeur of Mysore
Palace, and explore Sri Rangapatanam. Then choose to drive 13km from Mysore to
Chamundi Hills, or walk a 1000 steps track. Here, you can marvel at the 4.8 meter tall
monolith of Nandi, the sacred vehicle of Lord Shiva. After, drive back to the hotel in Mysore
and enjoy the rest of the day at your leisure. Overnight in Mysore.
---

The Palace of Mysore is the official residence of the Wodeyars, a former Hindu dynasty.
Completed in 1912 and expanded in 1940, it is one of India's most visited sights. This is
particularly due to its architectural style, which is commonly known as Indo-Saracenic, as it
employs Gothic, Hindu and Muslim styles.        

Named after the goddess Chamundeshwari, The Chamundi Hills are one of Southern
India's eight sacred hills, with the Chamundeshwari Temple that sits atop the hill under the
patronage of the rulers of Mysore. The hills also offer lovely panoramic views of Mysore.     

Overnight in Radisson Blu, Mysore  

  B

  Day 10   Mysore - Ooty (Coonoor) Meals

Ooty

After breakfast, leave Mysore for the paradise of nature lovers. Located at an altitude of
1,858 metres, the hill town Coonoor contains lush green meadows, waterfalls and popular
tourist areas such as Sim’s Park and the popular trekking spot, Hidden Valley. You will then
make your way to Ooty, the Queen of Hill Stations and capital of the Nilgiris district. Sample
tea from nearby plantations in an hour-long tasting tour and learn what makes the perfect
tea. After, the remainder of the day will be free at your leisure. Overnight in Ooty.
---
Situated in the Nilgiri hills, Udhagamandalam (Ooty), is known as the Queen of Hill Stations
due to its jade-green valleys and picturesque mountains 2,240 metres above sea level.
During colonial days it was a popular summer resort where soldiers like the 1st Duke of
Wellington were sent to recuperate. Nowadays it serves as a popular hill resort and is
renowned for its UNESCO protected mountain railway.
 
Overnight in Kurumba Village Resort, Ooty  

  B

  Day 11   Ooty - Mettupalayam Meals

Ooty

After a relaxed morning, visit the UNESCO protected Nilgiri Mountain Railway Station.
Here, you will learn about the historic 'rack and pinion technology' which still operates
today. You will then board the train to Mettupalayam for a ride through the mountain's
curves and tunnels, passing deep ravines full of verdant vegetation, gurgling streams and
luscious tea gardens. Overnight in Mettupalayam.
---

  B L

www.traveltheunknown.com
020 7183 6371 (UK) | 1 800 604 6024 (US)

ID 2625 - P a g e | 6 

tel:020 7183 6371
tel:1 800 604 6024


  UNESCO SITES OF SOUTH INDIA  
   

  Built by the British in 1908, the Nilgiri Mountain Railway is a 1,000mm metre gauge
railway in Tamil Nadu. Along its 28 mile track it negotiates 208 curves, 250 bridges and 16
tunnels. Relying on steam locomotives, it provides a typical steam train experience, passing
tea estates, forested hillsides and mountain regions. 

     

Mettupalayam is a municipality in the Coimbatore district and is situated at the foothills of
the Nilgiris. The railway station here is one of the most important stations in Coimbatore as
the Nilgiri Mountain Railway starts from here.
Overnight in Black Thunder Resort, Mettupalayam  

  Day 12   Mettupalayam - Trichy Meals

Trichy

After a hearty breakfast in Mettupalayam, begin the drive to Tiruchirappalli (Trichy). After
a few hours rest in the hotel, spend the afternoon exploring the fourth largest city in Tamil
Nadu, Trichy. Visit the magnificent Rock Fort that dominates the city, climb the 437 steps
up to the magnificent Vinayaka Temple, Trichy's highest point, to get a birds eye view of
the sacred Kaveri River. Later, visit Srirangam, a grand temple on an island in the Cauvery,
dedicated to Lord Ranganathaswamy. Overnight in Trichy. 
---

Overnight in Sangam, Trichy  

  B

  Day 13   Trichy - Tanjore - Kumbakonam Meals

Tanjore

After breakfast, journey to the city of Kumbakonam. En-route, visit the spectacular
Brihadeeswara Temple in Tanjore, decorated with carved panels depicting mythological
events and Tanjore Palace & Art Gallery, which houses large collections of Chola bronzes
and Tanjore paintings. Afterwards, visit a local carpenter where you will watch a Veena (an
ancient South Indian musical instrument) being carved out of jackfruit tree wood.
Overnight in Kumbakonam.
---
Tanjore is an important centre for South Indian religion, art and architecture. Most of the
Great Living Chola Temples, which are UNESCO World Heritage Monuments, are situated
in and around the city.
Overnight in Mantra Koodam, Kumbakonam  

  B

  Day 14   Kumbakonam Meals

Kumbakonam

On your 14th day you will visit the Great Living Chola Temples, which were built by the
kings of the Chola Empire, and the Rajaraja II temple complex. Take time at each to
appreciate the intricate architectural, sculpting, painting and bronze casting work of the
Chola’s – one of the longest-ruling dynasties in the history of southern India. After lunch,
make a visit to a bronze sculptor and observe its intricate process, before having a go at
creating your own pottery masterpiece. Later, enjoy a bullock cart ride through
Kumbakonam’s roads. Overnight at Kumbakonam hotel.  

Overnight in Mantra Koodam, Kumbakonam  

  B
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  Day 15   Kumbakonam - Mahabalipuram Meals

Mahabalipuram

Check out of your hotel after breakfast, and travel to Mahabalipuram, an ancient historic
town and beach destination. En-route, visit the Hindu temple Brihadisvara in Gangaikonda
Cholapuram. Completed in 1035 AD by Rajendra Chola I, it was designed as part of his new
capital and is among the largest temples in South India. Later in the afternoon, check-in to
Ideal Beach Resort in Mahabalipuram, where you will spend your two final nights of the
tour. Spend the rest of the day at your leisure. Overnight in Mahabalipuram.
Overnight in Taj Fisherman's Cove, Mahabalipuram  

  B

  Day 16   Mahabalipuram Meals

Mahabalipuram

After breakfast, explore Mahabalipuram. Tour its famous 7th century shore temples,
beautiful rock-cut temples – the Group of Monuments at Mahabalipuram – and Rathas
(temple chariots). There will also be time to visit the town’s west side, where the
precariously-balanced 250 tonne boulder, Krishna’s Butterball, sits as well as intricately
carved monuments, temples and a lighthouse. Spend your last evening at the iconic
Moonrakers Restaurant, sampling their renowned seafood and curry dishes. Overnight at
the hotel.
---
Mahabalipuram/Mamallapuram, 50km south of Chennai, is a recognised beach destination
on India’s east coast and is frequented by tourists throughout the year. The city is also
famed for its stone sculpting industry. Thanks to the Pallava kingdom’s stonemasonry,
Mahabalipuram holds some of the most outstanding examples of Dravidian art and
architecture. One example is the rock-cut Group of Monuments at Mahabalipuram (a
complex of 7th and 8th century religious monuments). The UNESCO site has 400 ancient
monuments and temples, including the Shore Temple, which overlooks the Bay of Bengal,
and one of the largest open-air rock reliefs, Descent of the Ganges. Carved on two
monolithic rock boulders, it illustrates the story of the sacred and supernatural river Ganges
forming in earth from heaven, led by the king Bhagiratha.
 

Overnight in Taj Fisherman's Cove, Mahabalipuram  

  B

  Day 17   Chennai - Departure Meals

Flight

Your last day of the tour. Enjoy a hearty breakfast before making your way to Chennai
International Airport for your flight.

Alternatively if you wish to extend your stay in India or beyond, contact us for ideas.
---

  B
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