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Countries visited
Turkey

Tour Highlights
• Legendary Ancient Troy
• The Acropolis at Pergamon
• The spectacular Roman ruins of Ephesus
• The Temple of Artemis
• Beaches and mountains of Cirali
• The mountain city of Sagalassos

Places visited
Ancient Troy • Çanakkale • Pergamon • Izmir • Sardis • Pamukkale • Alasehir • Ephesus • Kusadasi •
Laodikeia • Priene • Miletus • Xanthos Letoon • Patara • Demre • Burdur • Sagalassos • Antalya • Termessos
• Perge • Aspendos • Termessos Natural Park
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What's included
• Internal flights
• Airport pick-up & drop-off
• Ground transport
• Accommodation
• Entrance fees to sites
• Breakfasts
• Drivers and guides

What's not included
• Tips
• Items of a personal nature
• Visa

  

All accommodation subject to availability. Final accommodation choices will be confirmed after booking.
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 Your Itinerary Explained

  Date Place visited Meals

The first part of the text in each day is the itinerary schedule and will explain what you will
normally see/do during this day of your itinerary.
---
The part of the day’s text in italics (and comes after the three dashes “---“) is background
information on the places or sites on that day of your itinerary. It is not part of your
itinerary and may mention places that will not be visited on your itinerary. If you have any
questions please ask us. Travel times where noted are only meant as a guideline.

B:
Breakfast

L:
Lunch

D:
Dinner

Tour Itinerary

  Day 1   Istanbul Meals

Istanbul

Fly into Istanbul airport where a Travel The Unknown representative will meet you and
take you to your hotel. The rest of the day is free to relax or explore. Overnight in Istanbul.

  N/A

  Day 2   Canakkale - Ancient Troy Meals

Ancient Troy

Early morning departure from Istanbul by road and arrive to Canakkale via Lapseki ferry.
After lunch break directly proceed to Ancient City Of Troy. Return to Iris Hotel by 16:30 in
time for a quick swim at Dardanelles Sea. Overnight in Iris Hotel, Guzelyali Canakkale.
---
Ancient Troy is one of the most legendary cities in all of history. Dating back to the fourth
millennium BC, Troy is best known from the ancient folk-tales recorded in Homer’s Iliad and
Odyssey as the site of the Trojan War. Ancient historians have dated the Trojan War
between the 12th and 14th centuries BC, linking it to Troy VII – the 7th archaeological
project of Troy. The ancient city also features in Aeschylus’ Oresteia, in which war-hero
Agamemnon returns from Troy to be murdered by his wife, Clytemnestra. By the time of
Augustus a new settlement known as Ilium was established nearby, which declined until the
Byzantine era.

Total travel time : 5 hours

  B D
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  Day 3   Pergamon - Izmir Meals

Pergamon

After breakfast drive from Canakkale to Pergamon, to see the acropolis. After Pergamon
visit continue to Izmir and overnight in Izmir.
---

"The abode of Satan" is how the ‘Book of Revelation’ describes the ancient city of
Pergamon. The Red Basilica, a temple built to honour Egyptian deities, was believed to be
the site of the Devil's Throne. Up a hill at the edge of town, the Acropolis consists of a
library that was second only to Alexandria's and contained over 200,000 books and scrolls,
a dramatically steep theatre, and the remains of Zeus' altar that was extensively plundered
by German archaeologists and rebuilt in Berlin in 1930. The Asclepieion, a medical centre
founded in the 4th century BC, was one of the ancient world's most important and counted
dream analysis, mud baths, herbs, oil massage and sunbathing amongst its cures.   

The buzzing metropolis of Izmir is now the third most populated city in Turkey, with a
history of over 3,500 years. Situated on the Mediterranean Sea, Izmir has long had an
important trade and military significance thanks to its large port. It is considered to be one
of the most liberal cities in today’s Turkey.

Total travel time : 5.5 hours

  B

  Day 4   Sardis - Alasehir Meals

Sardis

After breakfast proceed to Sardis, the capital of the ancient Lydia. Then continue towards
Alasehir, known in the middle ages as Philadelphia. After visiting Alasehir continue to
Hierapolis in Pamukkale. Overnight in a thermal spa hotel in Pamukkale.
---

Sardis played a significant role in both the Persian and Roman Empires and was once the
capital of ancient Lydia. One of the Seven Churches of Asia according to the Book of
Revelation in the Bible, Sardis also formed the setting for Aeschylus’ ‘The Persians’ and
gained standing for its military strength. The first excavations in the early 20th century
unearthed the impressive Temple of Artemis. Other important sites are the old gymnasium
and synagogue.    

Deriving from springs in a cliff almost 200m high, overlooking the plain, calcite-laden
waters have created at Pamukkale (translates to “Cotton Palace”) an unreal landscape,
made up of mineral forests, petrified waterfalls and a series of terraced basins.

Alasehir was one of the first ancient cities to be known as Philadelphia. King Eumenes II of
Pergamon named it after he announced his brother would be his heir - ‘Philadelphos’
literally translates as ‘one who loves his brother’. Also home to one of the Seven Churches
of Asia.

Total travel time : 3 hours

  B D
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  Day 5   Ephesus - Laodikeia Meals

Ephesus

After breakfast leave Pamukkale towards Ephesus, on the way stop at the Archaeological
site of Laodikeia. Visit the Temple of Artemis and continue to Ephesus for a full day
sightseeing in the best known and most visited Ancient Cities of Turkey. Overnight in
Kusadasi.
---
Ephesus is one of the most magical sites in Turkey. Extremely well-preserved, the earliest
structures of Ephesus date back to the 12th century BC. The main attractions today include
an enormous theatre, the Temple of Hadrian, and the spectacular terraced houses once
inhabited by wealthy Romans and adorned with exquisite mosaics. Fundamentally a Greek
city, Ephesus was one of the Seven Churches of Asia mentioned in the Book of Revelation,
and remained an important religious centre for much of Turkey’s ancient history. Its coastal
location also facilitated its role as an ancient trading centre.

Laodikeia was settled continuously from 5500 BC to the 7th Century AD. As well as having a
complex aqueduct system, it is also home to one of the "Seven Churches of Asia",
mentioned in the bible, and where an important council took place in the 4th century
building on the work of the Council of Nicaea. The church floor is covered with beautiful
mosaics. There is also an agora, stadium and theatre at the site.

Total travel time : 2 hours

  B D

  Day 6   Priene - Miletus - Didymium Meals

Priene

  After breakfast drive to Priene, Miletus and Didymium. Overnight in Kusadasi.
---
Priene was originally one of the cities of the Ionian League, gaining a reputation for its
spectacular ancient art and architecture. However, the city’s original location on top of
Mount Mycale has never been discovered so most of the remains date to the later
Hellenistic period. The most striking sites include the Temple of Athena which was founded
by Alexander the Great, the ancient Greek theatre, and the remains of the sanctuaries to
Zeus and Demeter, the goddess of harvest.

Miletus was an important city in the Selcuk era thanks to its location on the western coast
of Anatolia. In the 14th century Selcuk Turks captured the city, and used it as a centre for
trade with Venice. Archaeological findings, however, suggest Miletus dates back as far as
Neolithic times, and during the Classical period its grid-layout became the model for Roman
city structures. The incredible Market Gate of Miletus was transported back to Germany
piece by piece in the late 1970s and now stands fully restored there.  

Most of the artefacts and archaeological finds from Miletus are now located in the
Museum of Miletus at Didim, the town which contains Didyma. Meaning ‘twins’ in Greek,
Didyma once housed the second most important oracle in the Ancient World after Delphi,
the Oracle of Apollo. The name ‘twins’ likely refers to the cult of sibling gods, Apollo and
Artemis, which was established there. The ancient sanctuary was destroyed by the Persians
in the 5th century BC, but the striking Temple of Apollo is still fairly well-preserved, and
some interesting ancient friezes and temple columns can still be found around the site.  

Total travel time : 2 hours

  B D
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  Day 7   Xanthos Letoon - Patara Beach Meals

Xanthos Letoon

Drive to Xantos Letoon which is one of the Unesco World Heritage sites of Turkey. Then
continue to Patara where the world’s first Parliament Assembly which was located right on
the Patara Beach. Overnight in Kalkan / Kaş.
---
Xanthos Letoon was best known in ancient times for its innovative funerary art. Previously

the capital of Lycia, the city blended Lycian and Hellenistic art and architectural styles.
Excavations have unearthed a wealth of bilingual ancient texts in both Greek and Lycian,
which have helped scholars gain a better understanding of Lycian. Indeed one of the
Xanthian Obelisks contains a tri-lingual inscription of Greek, Lycian and a 3rd Anatolian
language, ‘Milyn’. The site was awarded UNESCO heritage status as far back as 1988.   

Patara was once an important Lycian port and is known as the birthplace of St Nicholas. It
was said to have been founded by a son of Apollo. Its long, uncrowded beach along the
Mediterranean coast is a protected site because of the ancient ruins laying just inland from
the beach. The ruins consist of a sand-swept theatre, a ruined basilica, and a necropolis
with Lycian tombs.

Total travel time : 3.5 hours

  B

  Day 8   Kalkan - Demre - Burdur Meals

Demre

After breakfast drive to Ucagizi in Demre to take a boat out to explore the Lycian sunken
city and Lycian Tombs. After the boat ride visit Demre and the Church of St Nicholas of
Myra. Continue to Burdur for overnight.
---

The region of Demre had a large Greek population until the 1923 agreement between
Greece and Turkey in which Greeks migrated to Greece. Many Greek-style houses remain as
a reminder of this time. Ruins in the area betray Greek, Roman, Byzantine, and Ottoman
influences.  

The city of Burdur is named after Lake Burdur, the largest lake in Turkey's Lakes Region. It
was first inhabited during the Early Bronze Age in the 11th century and many artifacts
remain from that time.  

Total travel time : 3.5 hours

  B

  Day 9   Sagalassos - Antalya Meals

Sagalassos

After breakfast, visit Sagalassos and the Burdur Museum. Continue on to Antalya for
overnight.
---

  B
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  Spectacularly surrounded by mountains the ancient city of Sagalassos traces its origins
back to 1200 BC though little is known of its first peoples, obliquely alluded to as “sea
peoples”. It was later taken by Pisidians, and then Alexander the Great, before the Romans
arrived. The site was abandoned in the 7th centrury after a huge tremor. Most remains are
from the Roman era but there are also older remains. Key sites include the library, agora
and theatre. Its beautiful, intricately-carved fountain is not to be missed.  

Burdur Archaeological Museum displays the key finds (including some superb statuary)
from the ancient city of Sagalassos as well as finds from numerous other sites in the area
including Haclar, Kurucay, Hoyucek, Yarminhoyuk, Uylupinar, Kibyra and Kremna. The
museum has been recognised as one of Europe’s best archaeological museums.

Total travel time : 3 hours

  Day 10   Perge - Aspendos - Termessos Meals

Termessos

After breakfast, take a tour of Perge and Aspendos. In the afternoon, explore the ancient
city of Termessos and climb up to Termessos Natural Park. Overnight in Antalya.
---
Termessos is an ancient Pisidian city inside a magnificent national park, and situated at an

altitude of 1000 metres on the slopes of Mount Solymos in the Taurus mountains. Thanks to
its impenetrable location the ancient ruins are well-preserved, and in 333 BC Termessos
even famously survived a siege by Alexander the Great, who, after failing to take the city,
vented his anger on neighbouring Sagalassos instead. The setting of Termessos is possibly
the most remote, most dramatic and most romantic of any ancient site in Turkey.
NOTE: Access to the main portion of Termessos requires approx 30-40 minutes up an
uneven path. For those who prefer they can sit out the upper portion of the visit.  

In the Hellenistic period, Perge (“Perga” in Greek) was one of the most spectacular cities
of the Ancient World. It was the capital of Pamphylia, and is home to a Bronze Age
acropolis, a vast Roman Gate, baths, and agora, a nymphaeum, a theatre and an enormous
stadium. Founded in 1000 BC, it takes its name from the Greek mathematician Apollonius of
Perga, for whom the city was a home.       

Aspensdos’ Roman Theatre, built during the reign of Marcus Aurelius is generally believed
to be the best preserved ancient theatre anywhere in the world. It was used as a
caravanserai by Seljuk traders in the 13th century.      

Termessos Natural Park is a mecca for birds, butterflies and a vast array of interesting
mammals, thanks to its situation in the mountains, so remote that Alexander the Great
failed to capture the ancient city of Termessos. The caracal (a rare Turkish wildcat) roams
the Termessos National Park as well as more well known species such as porcupine, otter
and golden jackal.   

Total travel time : 2.5 hours

  B
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  Day 11   Antalya - Istanbul Meals

Flight

  Fly from Antalya to Istanbul and connect for onward flight home.
---

  B
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