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What's included
• Arrival & departure transfers
• Ground transport with driver
• Accommodation
• Meals (refer to itinerary for meal plan)
• English-speaking guides
• Entrance fees to sites & parks

What's not included
• Meals not mentioned in itinerary
• Drinks
• Visa fees
• Tipping
• Camera / video camera fees
• Personal items (laundry, telephone, etc.)
• Medical expenses
• Any services not mentioned in itinerary
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All accommodation subject to availability. Final accommodation choices will be confirmed after booking.
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Your Itinerary Explained

  Date Place visited Meals

The first part of the text in each day is the itinerary schedule and will explain what you will
normally see/do during this day of your itinerary.
---
The part of the day’s text in italics (and comes after the three dashes “---“) is background
information on the places or sites on that day of your itinerary. It is not part of your
itinerary and may mention places that will not be visited on your itinerary. If you have any
questions please ask us. Travel times where noted are only meant as a guideline.

B:
Breakfast

L:
Lunch

D:
Dinner

Tour Itinerary

  Day 1   Arrival Meals

Flight

Arrive in Cochin where you will be met by a Travel The Unknown representative and
transferred to your hotel. Your travel documents will be issued in India and given to you on
arrival. The afternoon is free at your leisure. In the evening, enjoy a harbour cruise.
Overnight in Cochin.
---

Cochin, the 'Queen on the Arabian Sea', is a major port city that was once a much-prized
pawn for the English, Portuguese and Dutch due to its strategic location and prominence in
the lucrative spice trade. This history of foreign colonies has resulted in a diverse culture,
with European influences visible in much of Cochin's architecture and overall development,
aiding it to become the commercial and industrial capital of Kerala.     

Overnight in Eighth Bastion, Cochin  

  N/A

  Day 2   Cochin Meals

Cochin

In the morning, proceed for a sightseeing tour of Cochin. Begin with a visit to the Jewish
Synagogue before exploring the Dutch Palace (also known as Mattancherry Palace).
Continue to St. Francis Church in Fort Cochin and later observe the Chinese fishing nets
that line the sea-front as you return to the hotel. In the evening, witness a Kaleidoscope
show, an amalgamation of various traditional dance forms of Cochin. Overnight in Cochin. 

Overnight in Eighth Bastion, Cochin  

  B
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  Day 3   Cochin - Munnar Meals

Cochin

Drive to Munnar, visiting the Cheeyappara and Valera waterfalls en route. On arrival in
Munnar, check in to the hotel. The rest of the day is free to relax or explore. Overnight in
Munnar. 
Overnight in The Tall Trees Resort, Munnar  

  B

  Day 4   Munnar Meals

Munnar

In the morning, visit the Tea Museum and watch tea pickers at work, sorting and weighing
the freshly plucked tea leaves before taking them to the factory. Later, enjoy a guided walk
through the Tea Plantations. Wander through the tea gardens and watch the tea
pluckers wind their way up and down the slopes of the lush green plantations with their
tea bags strapped on their backs. Overnight in Munnar. 
---

Munnar, located at 1,650m above sea-level, is the most breathtakingly-beautiful hill
station on the Western Ghats. The area's pristine green valleys and mountains provide the
perfect setting for anyone in search of peace and tranquility. Believed to mean ‘three
rivers’, Munnar used to be the favourite summer resort of the British rulers during colonial
days. It is the tea plantation capital of India and the local Eravikulam National Park, home
to the endangered Nilgiri Tahr mountain goat, is a popular destination for visitors.  

Overnight in The Tall Trees Resort, Munnar  

  B

  Day 5   Munnar - Thekkady Meals

Munnar

Drive to Thekkady through tranquil countryside, rich plantations and thick jungles. On
arrival, check in at the hotel. Later, interact with the elephants at Thekkady. Overnight in
Thekkady. 
---

Centred around a large artificial lake, Thekkady is the location of the Periyar National
Park and Wildlife Sanctuary - one of India's largest wildlife sanctuaries, which spans across
the entire district. Declared a Tiger Reserve in 1978, the sanctuary supports 62 species of
mammals (many of which are rare and endangered) and 320 species of birds, as well as a
host of reptiles, amphibians and fish.   
Overnight in The Tall Trees Resort, Munnar  

  B
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  Day 6   Thekkady Meals

Thekkady

In the early morning, enjoy a nature walk led by a team of poachers turned protectors of
the forests. Return to the hotel for breakfast before visiting the spice plantation. Walk
amidst the green, terraced farms of various spices and breathe in the fragrant air. You can
also purchase a few packets of the tea and spices grown here. The rest of the day is free at
your leisure. Overnight in Thekkady. 

Overnight in Spice Village, Thekkady  

  B

  Day 7   Thekkady - Houseboat Meals

Vembanad Lake

Drive to the houseboat jetty where you will board your Kettuvallam houseboat for an
overnight stay. The rest of the day is free to relax. Overnight in houseboat. 
---

Found on the colourful backwaters of Kerala, Kettuvallams are a type of houseboat built
without using any nails. Meaning "the boat of knots", the name refers to the hand-made
coir ropes and coconut fibres tied in knots holding the entire structure of the boat together.
'Anhili' wood is commonly used for construction, found in abundance in the central
Travancore area, which is then applied with fish oil and cashnew nut oil and left to cure for
days. With careful maintenance, the boats can last for generations.   

Vembanad Lake is the longest lake in India, and the largest in the state of Kerala, where it
spans several different districts. Vembanad Lake has been identified under India's National
Wetlands Conservation Program, and forms the heart of Kerala's backwaters. The lake is
also home to more than 20,000 waterfowl and is an excellent habitat for shrimps.   
Overnight in Houseboat, Vembanad Lake  

  B

  Day 8   Houseboat - Marari Meals

Marari

After breakfast on board the houseboat, disembark and transfer to your hotel in Marari.
The rest of the day is free at your leisure. Overnight in Marari. 
---
Marari is a small fishing village found in the Alappuzha District of Kerala. With most of the
land forming a beach, the area has long been a popular resort, perfect for unwinding after
visiting nearby sites.
Overnight in Marari Sands Resort, Marari  

  B
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  Day 9   Marari Meals

Marari

  Today is free to relax or explore at your leisure. Overnight in Marari. 

Overnight in Marari Sands Resort, Marari  

  B

  Day 10   Departure Meals

Flight

  Drive to Cochin airport to connect with your onward flight home. 

Note: extensions to other parts of the region or India can be organised. Contact us for
more information.
---

  B
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