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North East India – Story Ideas
www.traveltheunknown.com
Undiscovered India…ancient tribes…tribal homestays…the wettest place on earth…elephant safaris…fabled Unicorn rhinos…Buddhist temples… …eco-camps…Scotland of the East….the foothills of the Himalayas…and all 100% carbon neutral
· North East India really can claim to be one of the few gems in the world that has remained virtually undiscovered – connected to mainland India by a tiny 22km wide corridor, the region comprises the Seven Sister states including – remote Arunachal Pradesh, the least-populated state in India at an altitude of up to 6500 metres, tea-growing Assam, and Meghalaya, home to the wettest place on earth. 
· Drive high above the clouds and into the Himalayas where you will see spectacular scenery, snow-capped peaks, Buddhist temples, yaks and shimmering high altitude lakes.

· Visit the largest Buddhist monastery outside Tibet, perching majestically on a cliff-edge in the remote town of Tawang in the foothills of the Himalayas. The 6th Dalai Lama was born here and the monastery is home to 600 monks. 

· Join an elephant-back safari at sunrise in search of the fabled Unicorn rhino in Kaziranga National Park, home to the world’s largest population of this endangered species. The park also has the densest tiger population of any protected area in the world.
· Meet the ancient and isolated tribes of Arunachal Pradesh and experience a homestay with a tribe in Kabu village, close to Along. Discover their way of life, the warmth and welcome of these remarkable people. 
· Spend the night in a guesthouse located in the centre of a Buddhist monastery. Watch monks go for prayers and gaze at the amazing night sky.
· Discover the ancient culture of the world’s largest river island, Majuli, before it disappears – the 400 square kilometre island in Assam was formed by the changing course of the Brahmaputra but is shrinking due to erosion and could disappear in 20 years time. This biodiversity hotspot harbours distinctive flora and fauna and is a birdwatchers paradise. Cruise down river in the early morning; visit one of 21 Satras ((Vaishnavite monasteries); stop by local homes to see weaving and mask-making first hand; and stay overnight in traditional bamboo cottages.

· Visit the wettest place on earth – that title goes to Cherrapunjee in Meghalaya which is characterised by spectacular year-round waterfalls, rivers and gorges created as a result of the extremely heavy rain season (from May to September). 
· Marvel at the Living Root Bridges in Cherrapunjee, where roots of trees have been coaxed across rivers by villagers hundreds of years ago to form natural bridges. One tree’s roots have even been trained across the river at two levels to create the “Double Decker Root Bridge”. These Tolkienesque Living Bridges are expected to last 700 to 800 years and are used daily by locals 

· Go green…..the Potasali Eco-Camp in the eastern Himalayan foothills of Assam has been promoting eco-tourism for many years, long before other places jumped on the “green” bandwagon. Originally set up as a camp for native hunters and fishermen, it now serves as a gateway for visitors to the Nameri National Park. Accommodation is made up of bamboo, wood and thatch cottages. Materials are all sourced locally from the Mishing tribal people, who are also employed to construct the cottages in their typical tribal style.
· Barking deer, buffalo and bears, golden jackals and hoolock gibbons,  leopards, one-horned Indian rhino, tigers, slow loris, capped langurs….North East India is the habitat for an abundance of creatures and bird life,  including several rare species – you might be lucky enough to spot a blind Gangetic dolphin in the Brahmaputra river. Look out for the Great Indian Hornbill, the Wood Duck, the King Vulture and the Crested Serpent Eagle.

· Orchids galore….Arunachal Pradesh is home to 500 different species of orchids, many of which are unique to this state. Meghalaya’s moderate climate and rainy season have also produced 300 varieties of orchid and a host of other botanical specimens
· Tea-time….learn how tea is grown in Assam’s famous tea estates. Assam produces 60% of Indian’s tea and about 1/6th of the tea produced in the world.
· Visit ‘Scotland of the East’ – another nickname for Meghalaya because this state is defined by rolling hills, craggy cliff faces, stunning waterfalls and tartan-style fabrics.

· Be one of the first to witness the incredible tribal festivals of North East India – an essential part in the culture of the region, festivals are celebrated through traditional song, dance and elaborate costumes.

· 100% carbon neutral – all Travel the Unknown tours include a contribution to Climate Care to offset all air and land emissions. 
· Responsible Tourism with a difference…. the kindness and generosity of local people will amaze you. Travel the Unknown believes that the people who make these places special should benefit from tourism. We use local guides, locally-owned lodges, shops and eateries, and do our best to ensure that the benefits of our tours reach as widely as possible into the communities where they operate. We will also make significant donations from our profits to projects such as Future Generations in Arunachal. This organisation provides skills and education to a voluntary section of the community who in turn transfer these skills to other members of their villages. Projects include basic medical training, basic literacy, numeracy and spreading environmental awareness.
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